An Introduction to

The Administrative Boundary
Maps of China: 1949-2018

Shuming Bao
China Data Institute



The Administrative Boundary Maps of China
- Exclusively distributed by the China Data Institute

L Objective: to provide reference maps for
China studies instead of official maps

O Administrative levels:
* Province and provincial level municipality
» Prefecture & prefecture level city
= County, county level city and district

U Coverage: 1949 to 2018 (70 years)

d Number of maps: 210

O Language: English and Chinese



The Map Sources

J“The Historical Changes of Administrative Regions of
China, 1949-1983"” (three volumes)
(PEANRFIMEEZ FATHXEEY (E4F, 1949-19834F)
d“The Atlas of Changes of Administrative Regions of China”
(Fpde N RIEA EAT B X RIH S B 52 )
The yearly publications of “The Administrative Regions”,
1985-2014
FEEE I HARAT B X R 7 (1985-20144F)

W The web site for administrative regions: www.xzgh.org
47X X1 P www.xzqh.org



The Changes in Administrative Units

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7
8-
9.

at County and Above Levels

Changes in the county name B4 FE 44

Merged counties B &3+

Split counties B 5147 &|

Changes in the administrative structure of counties B 514 % IH/EZH
Changes from county to county level city BBt B2 17

Changes from county level city to county EZ& i &

Changes from county to district 22 [X

Changes in the district names X B 44

Changes from district to county X (&

10. Merged districts X &3

11. Split districts X #5497

12. Changes from county level city to prefecture city B 2% i o 2% i

13. Changes in the municipalities under the central government B ETi & 5B

The field of “Year” in the attribute table of each map indicates the year of
change.



Sample Map: The Change of County
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County Boundary

ounty Boundary
FID Shape * | CODE2014 | COUNTY_CH COUNTY_EN DCODE | CITY_CH CITY_EN PCODE | PROV_CH| PROV_EN | QU_CH| QU_EN | YEAR -
:%33 Polygon 330162 | 32fET JianDeShi HangZhouShi 33 [4RL ZheliangShe 0
|_| ®34 | Polygon 330111 | EBRE FuYangShi HangZhouShi 33 [ ZheliangShe | B 2014
] 835 | Polygon LinAnShi HangZhouShi 33 [ ZheliangShe 0
] 836 | Polygon HaiShuQu NingBoShi 33 [ ZheliangShe
] 837 | Polygon JiangDongQu NingBoShi 33 [ ZheliangShe
] 838 | Polygon JiangBeiQu NingBoShi 33 [ ZheliangShe
839 | Polygon BeiLunQu NingBoShi 33 [ ZheliangShe
840 | Polygon ZhenHaiQu NingBoShi 33 [ ZheliangShe
841 | Polygon YinZhouQu NingBoShi 33 [ ZheliangShe
842 | Polygon i ian NingBoShi 33 [ ZheliangShe
843 | Polygon NingHaiXian NingBoShi 33 [ ZheliangShe
844 | Polygon Yu''aoShi NingBoShi 33 [ ZheliangShe
845 | Polygon CiXiShi NingBoShi 33 [ ZheliangShe
846 | Polygon FengHuaShi NingBoShi 33 [ ZheliangShe
847 | Polygon LuChengQu 3303 [ :BMAT WenZhouShi 33 [ ZheliangShe
845 | Polygon LongWanQu 3303 [ :BMAT WenZhouShi 33 [ ZheliangShe
| | 845 [Polygon OuHaiQu 3303 [ :BMAT WenZhouShi 33 [ ZheliangShe
| | 850 ]Polygon DongTouXian 3303 [ :BMAT WenZhouShi 33 [ ZheliangShe
| | 851 [Polygon “YongJiaXian 3303 [ :BMAT WenZhouShi 33 [ ZheliangShe
| | 852 [Polygon Ping*rangXian 3303 [ :BMAT WenZhouShi 33 [ ZheliangShe
| | 853 [Polygon CangNanXian 3303 [ :BMAT WenZhouShi 33 [ ZheliangShe
| | 854 [Polygon WenChengXian 3303 [ :BMAT WenZhouShi 33 [ ZheliangShe
| | 855]Polygon TaiShunXian 3303 [ :BMAT WenZhouShi 33 [ ZheliangShe
| | 8s6]Polygon Rui&nShi 3203 AT ‘WenZhouShi 33 |3 ZheliangShe
I 1r 5| (1 out of 2862 Selected)

n

22497101 5192801477 Meters



The Primary Changes in Administrative Units

[ Changes in provincial boundaries: 1949-1954
" |n 1949: 39 provinces™®, 12 direct municipalities
= |n 1952: 32 provinces®*, 3 direct municipalities

= |n 2014: 30 provinces™, 4 direct municipalities
*including Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau

[ In 1998: Hainan province was established.

d In 1997:

= Chongqing was established as a direct municipality

" Hong Kong was established as a special administrative region

J In 1999: Macau was established as a special administrative
region



The Map Data Structure

Map scale: 1:1 million

Map projection: Albers Equal Area Conic

Format: GIS shape file, edited with ArcMap 10.2

Map Files:

* Three folders for each year: province, city and county
= Seven files for each map:

County Map: City Map: Province Map:
1950prj.dbf 1950prj_city.dhf 1950prj_prov.dbf
1950prj.prj 1950prj_city.pr] 1950prj_prov.prj
1950prj.sbn 1950prj_city.sbn 1950prj_prov.sbn
1950prj.sbx 1950prj_city.sbx 1950prj_prov.sbx
1950prj.shp 1950prj_city.shp 1950prj_prov.shp
1950prj.shp.xml 1950prj_city.shp.xml  1950prj_prov.shp.xml

1950prj.shx 1950pr]_city.shx 1950prj_prov.shx



The Attribute Data Table

The attribute data structure of County map:

Field Name

FE4
Code2014

County ch
County_en

dcode
City_ch
City_en
Pcode
Prov_ch

Prov_ch
Qu_ch
Qu_en
Year

Type
RE

Integer
Char

Char

Integer
Char

Char
Integer
Char

Char
Char

Char
Integer

Length
KE

6
60

100

60
48

60
30

10
10

Definition
& X

County GB code
County name in Chinese
County name in English
City GB code
City name in Chinese
City name in English
Province GB code

Province name in Chinese
Province name in English
District in Chinese

District in English
Year of change

Note
&ZE
GB Code

Pingying
GB Code

Pingying
GB Code

Pingying
District




The Sample Table of County Map

»

Table O =
ERIE AL
1943prj
FID Shape* | OBJECTID | CODE1949 | COUNTY_CH COUNTY_EN CITY_EN PROV_EN QU_CH| QU_EN | YEAR | OID_ SHAPE_LENG SHAPE_AREA
» 0 | Polygon 1 110102 | E—F DiyiClu BeilingShi BeilinShi 4 0 1 21237.6203%1 26137931.8233
1 | Palygon 2 110105 | BME DiSiQu BeilingShi BeilinShi X 0 2| 23885754015 30370719.2507
2 | Polygon 3 1M1 | E+E DiShiCu BeilingShi BeilinShi 4 0 5 S5278 845295 450714731.5
3 | Polygon 4 110113 | B+ 2K DiShiErQu BeilingShi BeilinShi 4 0 [ 88612 406088 291050181.894
4 | Polygon 6 10114 | 58 [ DiShiSanQu BeilingShi BeilinShi [ 0 8| 95761.756298 432991183.866
5 | Polygon T 132527 | BOE WanPingXian TengXianZhuanCu HeBeiSheng o 9| 181974354243 1360250034 .47
§ | Polygon 2 132528 | BLLE FangShanXian TongXianZhuanQu HeBeiSheng o 10| 235343.523077 202638174271
7 | Polygon 9 132521 [1BE TongXian TongXianZhuanQu HeBeiSheng 0 0| 1555607.595434 988902617.576
& | Polygon 10 132522 | B Shunixian TongXianZhuanQu HeBeiSheng 0 0| 126918.036791 102955340836
9 | Polygon 11 132525 | B R ChangPingXian TongXianZhuanQu HeBeiSheng 0 0| 165108.708957 1400989636.08
10 | Polygon 13 132524 | [fRE HuaiRouXian TengXianZhuanCu HeBeiSheng o 16 | 280247.350622 2083703375.71
11 | Polygon 14 132533 | EEE PingGuXian TengXianZhuanCu HeBeiSheng o 15| 118128.656303 884534662.353
12 | Polygon 15 132523 | BB MivunXian TongXianZhuanQu HeBeiSheng 0 17 | 225845.104851 2127501441.75
13 | Polygon 16 162229 | GEEE “anQingXian ChaNanZhuanQu ChaHaErSheng o 18 | 216771.884077 1985024303.27
14 | Polygon 28 132826 | R E AnCiXian TianlinZhuanQu HeBeiSheng 0 0| 182780.408181 141524760015
15 | Polygon 29 132823 | H{E BaoDiXian TianJinZhuanQu HeBeiSheng 0 35 | 175198.922474 1408648586.72
16 | Polygon H 132825 | BEE JingHaiXian TianJinZhuanCQu HeBeiSheng o 35| 165910.196981 1535818249.21
17 | Polygon 33 130403 [ B[ DiErQu ShiliaZhuangShi HeBeiSheng [ 0 41 31168.194452 23196652.8685
18 | Polygon 42 300128 | FEtEE LongHuaQu 3001 | B3@m ShangHaishi ShangHaishi [ 0| \s08| 12522144248 9708820.00365
19 | Polygon 53 13021 | B+HE DisShiQu 1302 [T T i HeBeiSheng [ 0 51| 51156096966 148673108.115
20 | Polygon 58 132922 | EEHE FengRuXian 1329 [ELUEE | TangShanZhuanQu HeBeiSheng i 55| 187598.083438 1293025329.57
21 | Polygon 59 132033 | EE LuanXian 1329 | ELE[E | TangShanZhuanQu HeBeiSheng 0 57| 184291.852214 978407217.306
22 | Polygon 60 132924 |\ EEE LuanManXian 1328 [BLEE |T hanZhuanQu HeBeiSheng 0 59 | 158111.065556 1297778985.38
23 | Polygon 52 132932 | FHE “YuTianXian 1328 [EE [ | TangShanZhuanQu HeBeiSheng 0 62 | 145741672103 1165754001.92
24 | Polygon B3 132031 |1B{LE ZunHuaXian 1329 | ELE[E | TangShanZhuanQu HeBeiSheng 0 0| 159425322111 148060261665
25 | Polygon 64 132930 I E QianXixian 1329 (WL E | TangShanZhuanQu HeBeiSheng 0 0| 1458836510348 12580991121
26 | Polygon 65 179030 | AR QingLongXian 1790 | & EE{T | ShengZhixiaXingZhengDanWei ReHeSheng 0 69| 249193.53049 3503776311.38
27 | Polygon BT 132021 | ERRE ChangLiXian 1329 | ELE[E | TangShanZhuanQu HeBeiSheng 0 70| 170391.397712 1164378044.93
28 | Polygon 102 130111 | BAK DiWuQu 1301 | {$5ETH BaoDingShi HeBeiSheng [ 0 B4 | 64913527323 306177616.371
29 | Polygon 126 162221 | E{kE XuanHuaXian 1622 |EE@E[E | ChaNanZhuanQu ChaHaErSheng 0 94 | 304539.030351 218608673474
30 | Polygon 140 179021 | FB{ER ChengDeXian 1790 & E3E{T | ShengZhiiaXingZhengDanWei ReHeSheng 0 99 | 433178.557169 3892210218.19
31 | Polygon 141 179035 | Zfg R XingLongXian 1790 | S E3EfT | ShengZhiXiaXingZhengDanWei ReHeSheng 0| 197| 33782197056 3253311160 68
32 | Polygon 142 179025 | EEE PingQuaniian 1790 | & E3EfT | ShenoZhiXiaXingZhengDanWei ReHeSheng 0| e8| 306883221217 3159030530.35
33 | Polygon 143 179035 | EEE LuanPingXian 1790 | & E4ETT | ShengZhiXiaXingZhengDanWei ReHeSheng 0 199 | 310787.344676 320742713069
34 | Polygon 144 179031 |FE{LE LongHuaXian 1790 | & E3EfT | ShenoZhiXiaXingZhengDanWei ReHeSheng 0| 201 393107.557406 547184565376
35 | Polygon 145 179034 | E£FE FengMingXian 1790 | & E3EfT | ShenoZhiXiaXingZhengDanWei ReHeSheng 0| 200| 442040.039519 BT43144187.26
35 | Polygon 147 179029 WeiChangXian 1790 & E$EfT | ShengZhiXiaXingZhengDanWei ReHeSheng 0 0| 4B33584.0225%67 B8739506527.99
37 | Polygon 149 133021 CangXian 1330 [BEEX | CangXianZhuanQu HeBeiSheng 0| 104 243763728517 1513971381.32
33 | Polygon 153 372625 | £ “YanShanXian 3726 | ‘B E[E | CangNanZhuanQu ShanDongSheng 0| 213 125072638947 707824355.503
39 | Polygen 156 133228 JingXian 1332 |#E[E | HengShuiZhuanCu HeBeiSheng 0| 210 10468544195 600395114 284
40 | Polygon 157 133024 XianXian 1330 [BEEX | CangXianZhuanQu HeBeiSheng 0| =208 151520256763 1190074729.43
41 | Polygon 180 133028 RenQiuXian 1330 HL [ |CangXianZhuanQu HeBeiSheng 0 205 | 134220130313 092875620.765
42 | Polygon 161 133026 HuangHuaXian 1330 HZ [ |CangXianZhuanQu HeBeiSheng o 206 | 204315.854294 2118754055.5
43 | Polygon 162 133022 |3 HelJianXian 1330 [BEEX | CangXianZhuanQu HeBeiSheng 0| =207 171973450124 133123954068
44 | Polygon 170 132827 “YongQingXian 1328 [F5EE[E | TiandinZhuanQu HeBeiSheng 0 228 | 144956.383359 T83070214.545
45 | Polygon 183 140108 | 28 DiCiQu 1401 | & EH Taivuanshi ShanXiSheng 4 0 0| 101055.054721 296798691.066
45 | Polygon 184 140103 DiErClu 1401 | KB TaivuanShi ShanXiSheng 4 0 0 50034.898123 113892756.024
47 | Polygon 185 140104 DiSanQu 1401 | KEH TaivuanShi ShanXiSheng £ 0 0 57536.5552 150178853.082
48 | Polygon 185 140107 DiLiuCu 1401 | X [Eh TaivuanShi ShanXiSheng 4 0 0 T2104.552979 280411516.745
49 | Polygon 187 142725 JinuanXian 1427 [#BALE | FenvangZhuanQu ShanXiSheng 0 0| 115027111138 630448411.022
50 | Polygon 188 142726 | § XuGouXian 1427 |#BA%E[E | FenvangZhuanQu ShanXiSheng o 237 | 126918147002 591992545228
£1 Dnhemnn 180 A AT anafoaYian 1477 B ER WinWianFThuanM Chan¥iChanm n Reiet=] THRANCT ATRU0E INOAATHEIAC 2
M d (0 out of 2691 Selected)

1943prj




The GB Code of Administrative Units

Established in 1955, GB Code is a code system with an unique code
for each administrative unit, which is similar to FIPS code in the US.
Administrative Codes of Provinces in 1949

PCODE PROV_CH PROV_EN BCODE PROV_CH PROV_EN
1 | {2 BeilinShi 43 (IS HuNaniSheng
12 | FETh TianJinshi = GuangDongSheng
13 [k s HeBeiSheng 4B | I'hasg GuangXiSheng
14 | LLAE ShanXiSheng 51| Ik SiChuanSheng
15 | IEEERE NeiMengGuZiZhilu =2 [ EME GuiZhouSheng
16 | EngiRY ChaHaErSheng 23 | =FE YunNanSheng
17 | $nd ReHeSheng s4 | EEEEEE XiZangZiZhiQu
18 | Snd SuivuanSheng LTS XiKangSheng
19 | EEE PingYuanSheng 61 |FEAS ShanXiSheng
20 [irfE LiaoXiSheng 62 | HES GanSuSheng
21 [1rFRs LiaoDongSheng 683 | Y QingHaiSheng
22 | EHE JiLinSheng 8 | TEY MingXiaSheng
23 [BHTSE HeiLongJiangSheng 65 | ¥EEMEEREEE | XindiangWelWuErZuZiZhidu
24 |#THE SongliangSheng RN =i} TaiWanSheng
25 | e AiTH LvDaxingShu k== HongKong
30 J:‘ﬁﬁ'_j ShangHaiShi 22 ﬂ|—_| Macao
3 | ETH SuBeiXingShu 80 | AR Sheng¥angShi
32 | T SuNanXingShu 91 |8 AnShanshi
3| E ZheliangSheng 92 | $FiRTR FuShunShi
35 | iR FuJiangSheng 93 | &Eth BenXiShi
36 TS JiangXiSheng 94 |[@E=mh NanJingShi
37 | LLERS ShanDongSheng 95 | FEHTH WuHanShi
38 | [RdbiTHE WanBeiXingShuQu 85 (M GuangZheushi
39 | ZETHRE WanNanXingShuCu o7 | ERh ChongQingShi
41 | g HeNanSheng %2 A= Xianshi
42 ks HuBeiSheng




Note on the Prefecture City Boundaries

There were significant changes in the administrative
boundaries of prefecture cities or prefecture regions
during 1949-1954 without detailed map sources.

Those prefecture boundaries during 1949-1954 are
approximate ones.



The Administrative Boundary Maps of China
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Contact

China Data Institute
http://chinadatacenter.net

office@chinadatacenter.net
(734)680-3943
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