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The Administrative Boundary Maps of China

- Exclusively distributed by the China Data Institute

 Objective: to provide reference maps for 

China studies instead of official maps

 Administrative levels:

 Province and provincial level municipality 

 Prefecture & prefecture level city 

 County, county level city and district

 Coverage: 1949 to 2018 (70 years)

 Number of maps: 210

 Language: English and Chinese



The Map Sources 

“The Historical Changes of Administrative Regions of
China, 1949-1983” (three volumes)

《中华人民共和国县级以上行政区沿革》（三册，1949-1983年）

“The Atlas of Changes of Administrative Regions of China”
《中华人民共和国行政区划沿革地图集》

The yearly publications of “The Administrative Regions”,
1985-2014
每年的出版行政区划简册（1985-2014年）

The web site for administrative regions: www.xzqh.org
行政区划网www.xzqh.org



The Changes in Administrative Units 

at County and Above Levels
1、Changes in the county name 县名更名
2、Merged counties 县界合并
3、Split counties 县界分割
4、Changes in the administrative structure of counties 县界省级归属变更
5、Changes from county to county level city 县改县级市
6、Changes from county level city to county 县级市改县
7、 Changes from county to district 县改区
8、Changes in the district names 区改名
9、Changes from district to county 区改县
10、Merged districts 区合并
11、Split districts 区拆分
12、Changes from county level city to prefecture city 县级市改地级市
13、Changes in the municipalities under the central government 直辖市变更

The field of “Year” in the attribute table of each map indicates the year of 
change.



Sample Map: The Change of County in 2018



The Primary Changes in Administrative Units

 Changes in provincial boundaries: 1949-1954
 In 1949: 39 provinces*, 12 direct municipalities
 In 1952: 32 provinces*, 3 direct municipalities
 In 2014: 30 provinces*, 4 direct municipalities

* including Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau

 In 1998: Hainan province was established. 
 In 1997: 
 Chongqing was established as a direct municipality
 Hong Kong was established as a special administrative region
 In 1999: Macau was established as a special administrative 

region



The Map Data Structure

Map scale: 1:1 million
Map projection: Albers Equal Area Conic
Format: GIS shape file, edited with ArcMap 10.2
Map Files: 
 Three folders for each year: province, city and county
 Seven files for each map:

County Map:

1950prj.dbf

1950prj.prj

1950prj.sbn

1950prj.sbx

1950prj.shp

1950prj.shp.xml

1950prj.shx

City Map:

1950prj_city.dhf

1950prj_city.prj

1950prj_city.sbn

1950prj_city.sbx

1950prj_city.shp

1950prj_city.shp.xml

1950prj_city.shx

Province Map:

1950prj_prov.dbf

1950prj_prov.prj

1950prj_prov.sbn

1950prj_prov.sbx

1950prj_prov.shp

1950prj_prov.shp.xml

1950prj_prov.shx



Field Name 

字段名
Type

类型
Length

长度
Definition

含义
Note

备注

Code2014 Integer 6 County GB code GB Code

County_ch Char 60 County name in Chinese 

County_en Char 100 County name in English Pingying

dcode Integer 4 City GB code GB Code

City_ch Char 60 City name in Chinese 

City_en Char 48 City name in English Pingying

Pcode Integer 4 Province GB code GB Code

Prov_ch Char 60 Province name in Chinese 

Prov_ch Char 30 Province name in English Pingying

Qu_ch Char 10 District in Chinese District

Qu_en Char 10 District in English

Year Integer 4 Year of change

The Attribute Data Table

The attribute data structure of County map:



The Sample Table of County Map 



The GB Code of Administrative Units

Established in 1955, GB Code is a code system with an unique code 
for each administrative unit, which is similar to FIPS code in the US.

Administrative Codes of Provinces in 1949



Note on the Prefecture City Boundaries

There were significant changes in the administrative 
boundaries of prefecture cities or prefecture regions 
during 1949-1954 without detailed map sources. 
Those prefecture boundaries during 1949-1954 are 
approximate ones.



The Administrative Boundary Maps of China

Province   City   County



Contact

China Data Institute

http://chinadatacenter.net

office@chinadatacenter.net

(734)680-3943

http://chinadatacenter.net/
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